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AGENDA 
LONG LAKE TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

LONG LAKE TOWNSHIP HALL 
8870 NORTH LONG LAKE ROAD 

TRAVERSE CITY, MI 49685 
 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2016 
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER – 6:00 P.M. 
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
4. CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENT (Declare and cite agenda item.) 

 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  September 27, 2016 (regular meeting) 

 
6. BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENT (Any person may speak for up to 3 minutes.) 

 
7. NEW BUSINESS:   
 
8. PUBLIC HEARINGS:   

 
A. CLU 10-16-02 & SPR 10-16-10 – A REQUEST BY OWNER WENDY GOODCHILD 

TO ESTABLISH A GROUP DAY CARE HOME CARING FOR UP TO 12 MINOR 
CHILDREN AT 3621 EAST LONG LAKE ROAD PARCEL NUMBER 28-08-014-
004-00 

 
1. COMMENTS BY APPLICANT 
2. REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION BY PLANNER  
3. QUESTION/DISCUSSION BY COMMISSIONERS 
4. OPEN PUBLIC HEARING TO PUBLIC COMMENT  
5. CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING TO PUBLIC COMMENT 
6. DELIBERATION BY COMMISSIONERS 
7. DISPOSITION BY THE COMMISSIONERS 

 
9. OLD BUSINESS:  

 
10. PUBLIC COMMENT (Any person may speak for up to 3 minutes) 

 
11. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
12. REPORTS 
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A. PLANNER  
B. ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 
C. TOWNSHIP BOARD REPRESENTATIVE 
D. ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS REPRESENTATIVE 

 
13. COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS 
 
14. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND THE PUBLIC MEETING AND REQUIRE REASONABLE 
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CONTACT CAROL HOFFMAN, TOWNSHIP CLERK AT (231)946-
2249, (T.D.D. 800-649-3777) AT LEAST TWO DAYS PRIOR TO THE SCHEDULED MEETING DATE. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT/INPUT POLICY 
 

Any person shall be permitted to address a meeting of the Long Lake Township Planning Commission 
which is required to be open to the public under the provisions of the Michigan Open Meetings Act, as 
amended.  (MCLA 15.261, et. seq.)  Public comment shall be carried out in accordance with the following 
Commission Rules & Procedures: 
 

1. Any person may speak for up to 3 minutes during the public comment portion of the 
meeting.  Groups of +10 have the option of selecting a spokesperson, who may speak for 
up to 15 minutes. 

2. Any person may make a video or audio recording of the meeting.  Standing equipment, 
cords, or portable microphones must be located to the right side of the meeting room for 
safety and so as not to block audience view. 



                            

 

MINUTES 
LONG LAKE TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

LONG LAKE TOWNSHIP HALL 
8870 NORTH LONG LAKE ROAD 

TRAVERSE CITY, MI 49685 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2016 
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER:  By Chair Cuthbert at 6:00 pm. 
 
2. ROLL CALL:  Board members present were Mehney, Marsh, Verschaeve, Castile, 

Witkop, Cuthbert and Tobin.  Also present were Leslie Sickterman, Township Planner 
and Ronda Robinson, Recording Secretary. 
 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Was recited. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Motion by Mehney and support by Castile to approve the 
agenda as written.  Carried. 
 

5. CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENT:  Witkop will participate as a member of the 
public during 9 A. 
 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion by Tobin and support by Mehney to approve the 
amended minutes of the meeting held on August 23, 2016.  The motion in #8 should be 
for 09-14-05 and GAMPS should be changed to GAAMPS.  Carried. 
 

7. BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 
 
8. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. SPR 09-16-07 A REQUEST BY OWNER AND APPLICANT MATT HALL OF 
GRAND TRAVERSE MASONRY FOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL FOR A 
WAREHOUSE STORAGE FACILITY ON PATRIOTIC DRIVE, PARCEL ID 28-08-
002-003-03 AND 28-08-002-003-18. 
 
Sickterman explained that the structure will be a warehouse to hold equipment and 
materials and will not have heat, water, or sewer.  The review by the Township’s 
outside engineer has not been completed and approval should be conditional on 
this review. 
 
Hall said that prep work has been done and the neighbors are happy with the 
results. 
 
Castile asked that the dumpster pad be left on the site plan, even if Hall won’t be 
using a dumpster at this time. 
 
Marsh asked to add to the site plan a notation about no outside lighting or sign, the 
easement with a description, and the floor drains. 
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Motion by Mehney and support by Witkop to approve SPR 09-16-07 with the 
provisions and conditions listed in the memorandum dated 9-23-16, along with the 
changes to the site plan listed above.  Passed. 

 
9. PUBLIC HEARING: 

A. ZOA 02-16-04 A PROPOSAL TO AMEND ZONING ORDINANCE #109, AS 
FOLLOWS:  AMEND SECTION 4.24 AGRI-TOURISM AND AGRI-BUSINESS TO 
UPDATE THE REGULATIONS FOR AGRI-BUSINESS AND AGRI-TOURISM 
OVERLAY AND REGULATIONS:  ALSO AMENDED ARE RELATED DEFINITIONS 
FOR “AGRI-BUSINESS USE”, “AGRI-TOURISM USE”, AND A NEW DEFINITION 
FOR “FIFTY PERCENT RULE” UNDER ARTICLE 3 DEFINITIONS AND 
INTERPRETATIONS. 
 
Public Hearing opened by Cuthbert at 6:28 pm. 
 
Public Hearing closed by Cuthbert at 6:29 pm. 
 
Motion by Mehney and support by Castile to approve ZOA 02-16-04 and to send it 
on to the County Planning Commission and then to the Long Lake Township Board.  
Passed. 

 
10. OLD BUSINESS:  None. 

 
11. PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 
 
12. CORRESPONDENCE:  None. 
 
13. REPORTS 
 

A. PLANNER:  Sickterman reported that the County Planning Banquet is November 
3rd.  She also said there may be a group day care and a doggie day care coming 
before the Board. 
 

B. ZONING ADMINISTRATOR:  None. 
 

C. TOWNSHIP BOARD REPRESENTATIVE:  Mehney mentioned that the last day 
to register to vote for the November Election is October 11th.  She also said that if 
anyone has heard the radio ads about Karen they are not true. 
 

D. ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS REPRESENTATIVE:  Marsh reported that the 
ZBA heard two very unique cases this month, one was passed and one was 
passed with conditions.   

 
14. COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS:  None. 
 
15. ADJOURNMENT:  Cuthbert adjourned the meeting at 6:42 pm. 
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JOY TOBIN, SECRETARY 
LONG LAKE PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
RONDA ROBINSON, RECORDING SECRETARY 
LONG LAKE PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
NOTE:  THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO AMENDMENT AND/OR CORRECTION PRIOR 
TO THEIR ADOPTION. 



Memorandum 
Long Lake Township Planning Department 

 

 

TO:  Long Lake Township Planning Commission 

 

FROM:  Leslie Sickterman, Township Planner 

 

DATE:  October 18, 2016 

 

RE: Request for Conditional Land Use and Site Plan Approval (CLU 10-16-02 

& SPR 10-16-10) by Wendy Goodchild for the approval of a Group Child 

Care Home – Parcel # 28-08-014-004-00 

 

 

 

PROPOSAL AND BACKGROUND 
 

The subject property is located in Section 14 of the Township on a parcel of approximately 

1.4 acres located on the west side of East Long Lake Road between North Long Lake Road 

and Huellmantel Drive. The lot is addressed as 3621 East Long Lake Road and is currently 

the location of a single family bi-level home with an attached garage.  The owner has run 

a family day care home, licensed to care for up to 6 children, at this home since shortly 

after purchasing it in May of 2016.   

 

The lot for the subject home is 190 feet wide and 270 feet deep.  The rear yard is partially 

wooded; there are two small outbuildings on the property and a dog kennel on the north 

side of the house.  The driveway includes a gravel parking/turnaround area approximately 

20’ by 50’ in area.   

 

This current license allows the applicant to care for up to 6 children in her home.  The 

applicant proposes to change the license for a Group Daycare which would allow her to 

care for up to 12 children.   

 

Under the newly revised provisions of the zoning ordinance and in accordance with the 

Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, the Township reviews applications for Group Day Cares 

as a Conditional Use, but must approve if all standards are met.  Standards of review are 

as allowed under state law and are found under Section 19.33 of the ordinance. 

 

In the Low Density Residential district, group child care homes are allowed only as a 

conditional land use.  A public hearing is required as with all conditional uses considered 

by the Planning Commission.  All neighboring property owners and residents within a 

minimum of 300 feet were notified of the public hearing and a notice was advertised in the 

newspaper as required by law. 
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REVIEW CRITERIA 
 

Staff has reviewed the proposal based on Section 24.05, Standards for Granting Site Plan 

Approval, the general standards of Article 19 governing conditional land uses and the 

specific standards of Section 19.33 for group child care homes, and on other provisions of 

the Long Lake Township zoning ordinance and based on accepted planning standards.  

General comments are included below, review of the standards of approval are included in 

the attached draft Findings of Fact.   

 

1. Required Information Section 24.3 Data Required for Site Plans lists all 

information required with a site plan.  The Planning Commission has the ability to 

waive or lessen site plan requirements for certain uses including group child care 

homes.  The applicant has completed an application form, provided a statement 

describing the use, provided pictures of the property, proposed hours of operation, 

location maps, and a recent survey indicating all existing and proposed 

improvements on the property. 

 

Staff recommends that all information necessary to review the application has been 

provided as required. 

 

2. Parking & Circulation 
 

The applicant has indicated that, in addition to an attached two car garage, there are 

two parking spots available next to the garage for her assistant and for use of 

residents as well as the 20’ x 50’ gravel parking/turn around area perpendicular to 

the driveway.  This will allow concurrent drop off or pick up of children of up to 5 

parent vehicles at once with additional room for circulation.  The ordinance requires 

a total of 4 parking spaces for a group child care home. 

 

At the time staff inspected the site, two resident vehicles were parked facing east-

west in a portion of the gravel parking area.  The applicant noted that she would be 

sure that this area was left for parent parking and turnaround.   

 

3. Screening & Potential Nuisance Violations 

 

The ordinance language does not require screening of the play areas for group 

child care homes.  The property is required to be maintained “consistent with the 

visible characteristics of the neighborhood in regards to such elements as fencing, 

building materials, parking areas, outdoor storage, etc.”.   

 

The rear yard play area is not easily visible from the street.  The applicant has 

playground equipment, toys, parts of the proposed tire wall, and other materials 

unrelated to the daycare stored in the rear yard at this time.  This area is most 

visible to the houses immediately north and south of the subject and to the house 

to the west (rear) of the subject which is a flag lot with driveway access along the 
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south end of the subject parcel.  The neighbor to the west has indicated that she 

does not prefer a privacy fence along either the south or west property lines, but 

that she may install a landscape hedge along the south property line to visually 

screen along the driveway.   

 

The neighbor to the north is subjected to noise, activity, and visual clutter as 

described more fully below.   

 

The children in the daycare are contained within the newly installed split rail 

fencing, limiting the chance for trespass onto other properties and helping to 

ensure the safety of the children at play.   

 

There are currently two or three vehicles that may qualify as junk vehicles 

(inoperable or uninsured and unlicensed) on the north side of the lot.  One of these 

vehicles is a pick-up truck filled with small appliances that also appear to be 

inoperable.  In addition, there are wooden pallets, other recycled wooden 

materials, and brightly painted used tires piled concentrated near the north 

property line in the rear yard.  There is also a dog kennel with several dogs in this 

part of the rear/side yard.  These materials and dogs all pose some potential safety 

risk to the children but because they are separated from the enclosed play area, 

they really constitute more of a visual nuisance and potentially violate the 

Township’s newly adopted Nuisance Ordinance. 

 

In discussion with the applicant, staff has learned that the wood materials and tires 

are all intended to be used as part of the decorative tire wall, garden area, and 

outdoor play structures for the daycare.  The applicant noted that any inoperable 

vehicles are planned to be removed from the property and she agreed to a 

reasonable time frame for the removal or acceptable reuse of these materials.  A 

suggested timeline and details for this is included in the staff recommendations. 

 

In consideration of the north neighbors given the location of the play area, dog 

kennel, and parking areas on the north side, the addition of a privacy fence along 

a portion of this property line is recommended by staff if agreeable to the 

Planning Commission and the applicant.  

 

4. Hours of Operation 
 

Hours of operation can be limited to between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. and a total of no 

more than 16 hours in a day.  The applicant proposes to maintain hours of 

operation between 6:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday and 6:00 a.m. 

and 4:00 p.m. on Saturday.  These are reasonable hours that meet the ordinance 

parameters. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the site plan and conditional use permit for Wendy 

Goodchild for a group child care home allowing for care for up to 12 children at 3621 East 

Long Lake Road with the following conditions: 

 

1. Applicant to obtain a license from the State of Michigan for a group child care 

home and such license will remain in good standing and in compliance with all 

licensing requirements. 

 

2. The applicant to maintain hours of operation of 6:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Mondays 

through Fridays, and 6:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Saturdays. 

 

3. The applicant to maintain the property in a manner consistent with this 

residential neighborhood. 

 

4. At the Planning Commission’s discretion, applicant to adhere to the following 

nuisance abatement plan for completion within one year of the date of approval 

of this use: 

- Completion of all split rail fencing and decorative tire wall to create a 

complete enclosed outdoor play area for the children cared for in the group 

childcare home  

- Removal of any inoperable or unlicensed/inoperable vehicles from the 

property 

- Removal or indoor storage of any stockpiled materials from the property.  

Such materials to include items such as wood pallets, other wooden 

materials, appliances, used tires or any other items meeting the definition of 

junk in the Township’s Nuisance Ordinance. Alternately, these materials 

may be repurposed into appropriate play structures or garden features.  With 

the added provision that any decayed, unsafe, or unusable materials to be 

removed. 

- Installation of a privacy fence along the north property line for a distance of 

approximately 80 feet located such as to visually screen the play area or 

parking area from the northerly neighbors. 

 

5. The applicant to obtain a Township permit for a sign for a home child care if 

any is proposed in the future. 

 

6. The applicant to maintain gravel parking and turn around area for use of parents 

during regular daycare hours. 
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 LONG LAKE TOWNSHIP 
 PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 DECISION 
 
Applicant: Wendy Goodchild 
 
Hearing Date:  October 25, 2016 
 
 PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
 
The property of     Wendy Goodchild  , described as: 
 
Parcel ID # 28-08-014-004-00 hereinafter referred to as the "property." 
 
 APPLICATION 
 
The Applicant seeks approval of the following: site plan and conditional land use approval for 
the establishment of a group child care home. 
 
 
 
The Planning Commission having considered the Application, and Exhibits, and the Planning 
Commission having reached a decision on this matter, states as follows: 
 
 GENERAL FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
1. The property is located in the Low Density Residential zoning district. 
 
2. Under Section 24.2.2 site plan approval is required to establish any conditional use. 

 
3. Under Section 19.33, conditional use approval is required for a child care center in this 

district. 
 
 
 FINDINGS OF FACT UNDER SECTION 24.5 OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
 
STANDARDS FOR GRANTING SITE PLAN APPROVAL. Each Site Plan shall conform to the 
applicable provisions of this Ordinance and the standards listed below: 
 
1. Arrangement of Structure. Site Plans shall demonstrate that buildings, parking areas, 

signs, walls, fences, and the like are designed to minimize adverse affects on 
development users and the occupants of adjacent properties. 

 
a. The Planning Commission finds that this standard has been met in that the 

existing buildings and parking will have minimal additional impact on neighboring 
properties. 

 
 
2.  Natural Features. Site Plans shall demonstrate that as many natural features as possible 

have been retained, particularly where such features provide a buffer between adjoining 
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properties or assist in preserving the general appearance of the neighborhood or help 
control soil erosion or stormwater.  

 
a. The Planning Commission finds that the applicant will not remove any existing 

natural features in association with the establishment of this use. 
 
3.  Vehicular and Pedestrian Traffic. Site Plans shall fully conform to the driveway and traffic 

standards of the Michigan Department of Transportation and the Grand Traverse County 
Road Commission. Further, the Site Plan shall demonstrate that there is proper 
relationship between existing and proposed roadways, parking areas, and that the safety 
and convenience of pedestrian and vehicular traffic has been assured. Manufactured 
housing communities, multifamily developments, shopping centers and/or office parks 
are not exempt from providing interior roads for vehicular and pedestrian access to 
abutting properties.  

 

a. The Planning Commission finds that the amount of parking, drop off area, and 
orientation of the parking areas and pedestrian circulation is adequate for the 
proposed use provided that the designated parent parking and turnaround area is 
unencumbered by resident vehicles. 

 
4.  Public Safety. Site Plans shall fully conform to the applicable fire safety and emergency 

vehicle access requirements of the Grand Traverse County Construction Code.  
 

a. The Planning Commission finds that this standard does not apply as this a home 
day care in an existing residence with no known trigger for enhance fire safety 
review on the part of the county or township. 

  
 
5.  Drainage. Site Plans shall fully conform to the Grand Traverse County Drain 

Commission standards.  
 

a. The Planning Commission finds that this standard is met because there are no 
storm water concerns associated with the proposal. 
 

6.  Erosion. Site Plans shall fully conform to the Grand Traverse County Soil Erosion and 
Sedimentation Control Ordinance.  

 
a. The Planning Commission finds that this standard is met because there are no 

soil erosion control concerns present on the site. 
 
7.  Hazardous Waste Management. Site Plans shall demonstrate that reasonable 

precautions will be taken to prevent hazardous materials from entering the environment.  
  

a. The Planning Commission finds that this standard is met because the use does 
not involve any hazardous substances.   
 

 
8.  Public Health. Site Plans shall fully conform to the requirements of the Michigan 

Department of Public Health and the Grand Traverse County Health Department.  
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a. The Planning Commission finds that this standard has been met, as the applicant 
will obtain all necessary permits from the Health Department and other agencies 
as required through the state licensing process. 

 
9. Statutory Compliance. Site Plans shall fully conform to all applicable state and federal 

statutes.  
 

a. The Planning Commission finds that this standard is met, subject to receipt of 
copies of permits and reviews by all affected agencies. 

 
10.  Conformance with Township Master Plan. Site Plans shall fully conform to the land use 

policies, goals and objectives of the Long Lake Township Master Plan. 
 

a. The Planning Commission finds that this use is consistent with the uses planned 
for the low density residential plan area in this part of the Township.   

 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT UNDER SECTION 19.01 OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
 

General Standards for a Conditional Land Use Under Section 19.01.3 

1. A Conditional Land Use shall be harmonious with and in accordance with the goals, 
objectives and policies of the Township Master Plan. 

a. The Planning Commission finds that this standard is met as the proposal is 
consistent with the general intent of the Master Plan. 

2. A Conditional Land Use shall be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in 
harmony with the existing or intended character of the general vicinity and that such a 
use will not change the essential character of the area in which it is proposed. 

a. The Planning Commission finds that the uses in the vicinity include primarily 
single family residential uses.   

b. The Planning Commission finds that the use is complimentary to the residential 
character of the Township as it provides an important service to the area’s 
residents and is in keeping with the residential character of the neighborhood. 

3. A Conditional Land Use shall not be hazardous or disturbing to existing or future uses in 
the same general vicinity and in the community as a whole. 

a. The Planning Commission finds that there are minimal potential additional noises 
and activities associated with the use that may have the potential of disturbing 
nearby residences. 

b. The Planning Commission further finds that these impacts can be mitigated with 
the proposed limitation of hours of operation and with the potential addition of 
screening along portions of the north property line. 

c. The Planning Commission further finds that there are potential nuisances and 
hazardous and present on the site that can be addressed through nuisance 
abatement. 
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4. A Conditional Land Use shall be served adequately by essential public facilities and 
services, such as highways, streets, police and fire protection, stormwater drainage, 
refuse disposal, water and sewage facilities and schools or persons or agencies 
responsible for the establishment of the proposed use shall be able to provide 
adequately for such services. 

a. The Planning Commission finds that the use proposed is located on a public road 
and has adequate access for the users, public services, and emergency vehicles. 

5. A Conditional Land Use shall not create excessive additional requirements at public cost 
for facilities and services and will not be detrimental to the economic welfare of the 
community. 

a. The Planning Commission finds that the use will have negligible fiscal or 
economic impact on the Township or the community. 

6. A Conditional Land Use shall not involve uses, activities, processes, materials and 
equipment or conditions of operation that will be detrimental to any person, property or 
general welfare by reason of excessive production of traffic, noise, vibration, smoke, 
fumes, glare or odors. 

a. The Planning Commission finds that the proposed use will not involve any 
activities or materials that will be detrimental to the general welfare due to 
excessive vibration, smoke, glare or odors. 

7. A Conditional Land Use shall be designed, constructed and maintained so as to ensure 
that the environment shall be preserved in its natural state, insofar as practicable, by 
minimizing tree and soil removal, and by topographic modifications that result in 
maximum harmony with adjacent areas. 

a. The Planning Commission finds that this standard is met. 

 
Standards under Section 19.Group Child Care Homes 

 
1. Location The group child care home shall be located not closer than 1,500 feet to any of 

the following.  Distances shall be measured from the closest property line along a public 
or private road right-of-way. 
a. Another licensed group child care home. 
b. An adult foster care small group home or large group home licensed under the adult 

foster care facility licensing act, 1979 PA 218, MCL 400.701 to 400.737. 
c. A facility offering substance abuse treatment and rehabilitation service to 7 or more 

people licensed under article 6 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 
333.6101 to 333.6523. 

d. A community correction center, resident home, halfway house, or other similar facility 
which houses an inmate population under the jurisdiction of the department of 
corrections. 

 
a. The Planning Commission finds that this standard is met as staff has completed 

a record search for any such licensed facilities within 1,500 feet.  
 
2. The group child care home shall have appropriate fencing for the safety of the children in 

the group child care home. 
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a. The Planning Commission finds that this standard is met as the play areas as 
planned are well defined and are not easily accessible to the street or any potential 
hazards. 

 
3. The group child care home operator shall maintain the property consistent with the 

visible characteristics of the neighborhood in regards to such elements as fencing, 
building materials, parking areas, outdoor storage, etc. 
a. The Planning Commission finds that this standard is met if additional screening is 

provided along the north property line to mitigate potential noise and activity which 
may be in excess of that normally associated with a residential subdivision. 

 
4. The group child care home shall not exceed 16 hours of operation during a 24-hour 

period. The Planning Commission may limit the operation of a group child care home 
between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.   
a. The Planning Commission finds that this standard is met. 

 
5. The group child care home shall meet regulations governing signs used by a group child 

care home to identify itself as found under Section 21.7.2.e of this ordinance. 
a. The Planning Commission finds that this standard is met. 

 
6. The group child care home shall meet the parking standards under Section 25.4 for 

group child care homes.  
a. The Planning Commission finds that this standard is met. 

 
 

DECISION 
 
Upon motion, seconded and passed, the Planning Commission grants the Applicant’s requested 
site plan and conditional land use approval for the establishment of a group child care home for 
the care of up to 12 children with the following conditions. 
 

CONDITIONS   
 

1. Applicant to obtain a license from the State of Michigan for a group child care home 
and such license will remain in good standing and in compliance with all licensing 
requirements. 

 
2. The applicant to maintain hours of operation of 6:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Mondays 

through Fridays, and 6:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Saturdays. 
 
3. The applicant to maintain the property in a manner consistent with this residential 

neighborhood. 
 
4. At the Planning Commission’s discretion, applicant to adhere to the following 

nuisance abatement plan for completion within one year of the date of approval of 
this use: 
- Completion of all split rail fencing and decorative tire wall to create a complete 

enclosed outdoor play area for the children cared for in the group childcare home  
- Removal of any inoperable or unlicensed/inoperable vehicles from the property 
- Removal or indoor storage of any stockpiled materials from the property.  Such 

materials to include items such as wood pallets, other wooden materials, 
appliances, used tires or any other items meeting the definition of junk in the 
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Township’s Nuisance Ordinance. Alternately, these materials may be repurposed 
into appropriate play structures or garden features.  With the added provision that 
any decayed, unsafe, or unusable materials to be removed. 

- Installation of a privacy fence along the north property line for a distance of 
approximately 80 feet located such as to visually screen the play area or parking 
area from the northerly neighbors. 

 
5. The applicant to obtain a Township permit for a sign for a home child care if any is 

proposed in the future. 
 
6. The applicant to maintain gravel parking and turn around area for use of parents 

during regular daycare hours. 
 

 
 TIME PERIOD FOR JUDICIAL REVIEW 
 
State law provides that a person having an interest affected by the zoning ordinance may appeal a 
decision of the Planning Commission to the Circuit Court.  Pursuant to MCR 7.101 any appeal must be 
filed within twenty-one (21) days after this Decision and Order is adopted by the Planning Commission. 
 

 DATE DECISION AND ORDER ADOPTED 
 
    October 25, 2016 
 
 

                                                             
Chairperson 

 
 

                                                             
Secretary 





































 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
LONG LAKE TOWNSHIP 

GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY 
LONG LAKE TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
 

Notice is hereby given that the Long Lake Township Planning Commission will hold a public hearing at 
a regular meeting on Tuesday, October 25, 2016, beginning at 6:00 p.m.  The hearing will take place at 
the Long Lake Township Hall, 8870 North Long Lake Road, Traverse City, MI  49685.  Further 
description of the request that is subject to the hearing follows:  
 
CLU 10-16-02 & SPR 10-16-10– A request by owner Wendy Goodchild to establish a group day care 
home caring for up to 12 minor children at 3621 East Long Lake Road, parcel number 28-08-014-004-
00, located in Section 14 of Long Lake Township.  There is currently a family day care home at this 
location licensed to care for up to 6 children. 
 
Copies of the application are available for public inspection at the Long Lake Township Hall, 8870 North 
Long Lake Road, Traverse City, MI  49685, during regular office hours, Tuesday through Friday, 8:00 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
 
Individuals may make public comment, in person, at the public hearing or written and/or faxed (231-
946-4573) or emailed to planner@longlaketownship.com.  Comments will be received until 5:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, October 25th, 2016.  Address comments to:  Pam Cuthbert, Chairman, Planning Commission, 
Long Lake Township Hall, 8870 North Long Lake Road, Traverse City, MI  49685.  Written comments 
may also be submitted at the public hearing. 
 
Leslie Sickterman, Planner 
Long Lake Township 
 
IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND THE PUBLIC MEETING AND REQUIRE SPECIAL 
ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CONTACT CAROL HOFFMAN, TOWNSHIP CLERK AT (231)946-2249, 
(T.D.D. 800-649-3777) PRIOR TO THE SCHEDULED MEETING DATE. 
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Planning Commission Public Hearing 10/25/16
Request for Group Day Care Case # CLU 10-16-02 
Applicant: Wendy Goodchild 
Location: 3621 East Long Lake Rd

Subject





October 21, 2016 

 

James & Jacqueline Kloska 

10495 Fencepost Lane 

Traverse City, MI 49685 

P: 616.295.0921 

 

Re: Long Lake Township Zoning Ordinance #109, Article 4, Section.6, Provision 8 

 

My name is James Kloska and my wife is Jackie. We live at 10495 Fencepost Lane in the Wheelock Farms 

subdivision. We are in the process of planning for a shed in our yard. When we initially going to apply for 

a land use permit it was brought to our attention that the placement would be in violation of township 

ordinances. We live on a corner lot and according to the township we have two front yards, one in the 

front and one on the side of the house due to the property abutting up to the road. We understand that 

there have been numerous requests for an adjustment to the following ordinance. 

 

Article 4, Section 6, Provision 8, states the following: 

 

8) Accessory Buildings in Front Yards. 

1. In the LDR, MDR and HDR districts, major accessory buildings shall not be located in the front 

yard of any lot within the districts or within the side yard abutting a public or private road right-

of-way on any corner lot within the districts unless all of the following conditions are met: 

A. The parcel is in excess of two (2) acres in area; and 

B. The major accessory building is set back a minimum of 100 feet from any abutting public 

or private road right-of-way; and 

C. All other applicable standards are met. 

2. In the LR, AG, NL, and CR Districts, major accessory buildings may be located in the front yard of 

any lot within the districts, but not within the required front yard setback. 

 

We would like to propose two options for an amendment to the aforementioned ordinance. 

 

Option 1 

We propose to adjust the ordinance to allow an outbuilding if the property exceeds (1) acre in area and 

meets the other required criteria. 

 

Option 2 

We propose for corner lot to be considered for a change in what is considered your front yard dividing 

the “front yard” into two sections, the primary and secondary. 

1. The primary front yard is defined as the area of property directly facing from the front of the 

primary residence. 

2. The secondary front yard is defined as the area of property directly to the side of the primary 

residence. 

 
The proposal would state that out buildings are allowed in the secondary front yard if they meet all the 
other requirements as referenced in Article 4, Section 6, Provision 8. 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

James & Jacqueline Kloska 

James Kloska 



PLANNERS REPORT 
 

 

TO:  Long Lake Township Board 

 

FROM:  Leslie Sickterman 

 

DATE:  October 7, 2016 

 

RE:  September 2016 Monthly Report 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning Commission Activities 
 

The Planning Commission finalized its discussions relating to regulations for agri-businesses 

and, after a public hearing, made a recommendation to adopt the regulations to the Township 

Board.   

 

The Planning Commission conditionally approved a site plan for Grand Traverse Masonry. 

 

The Planning Commission will hear an application for a group child care home for property on 

East Long Lake Road at their October meeting. 

 

 

Additional Projects 
 

Staff continues follow up and compliance with the outstanding DNR grants and other recreation 

projects.  

 

Staff has been reviewing new changes to state law in regards to medical marijuana.  This will 

impact all jurisdictions in Michigan.  At this time, we are waiting for direction from the 

Township’s legal counsel. 

 

Staff has also been reviewing the issues surrounding nonconforming uses in regards to 

condominium conversions.  The ZBA has recently made an interpretation in regards to this and  

 

Staff has reviewed and issued approvals of several administrative site plans and site plan 

amendments.  Follow up and enforcement on several properties continues as the season winds 

down. 
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 Long Lake Township Monthly Land 

Use Permits Issued - Year to Date 

2016
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Date Permit #

TOTALS

7946 - 7967September

ZONING DEPARTMENT                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Kim Smith, Zoning Administrator

December

November

7901 - 7918

7919 - 7945

October

7771 - 7776

7777 - 7790

7791 - 7814

7815 - 7838

July

August

May 7839 - 7852



0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 2 5 $200 $200.00

0 0 3 0 1 1 0 0 3 8 $320 $520.00

3 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 3 8 $470 $990.00

0 0 7 0 1 4 0 2 3 17 $710 $1,700.00

0 0 5 0 2 6 0 4 3 20 $840 $2,540.00

0 0 13 0 1 7 0 7 2 30 $1,290 $3,830.00

1 0 3 0 2 4 0 2 12 24 $877.95 $4,707.95

0 1 2 0 3 6 0 1 3 16 $610 $5,317.95

0 0 9 0 1 4 0 2 2 18 $830 $6,147.95

4 1 46 0 12 32 0 18 33 146 $3,237.95

ZONING DEPARTMENT                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Kim Smith, Zoning Administrator

December
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1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 $70 $70.00

0 0 10 0 0 0 0 1 0 11 $500 $570.00

0 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 1 10 $470 $1,040.00

0 1 9 0 1 5 0 0 5 21 $830 $1,870.00

0 0 4 0 1 6 0 2 1 14 $580 $2,450.00

1 1 2 4 0 2 0 6 0 16 $530 $2,980.00

1 0 2 0 1 5 0 6 5 20 $600 $3,580.00

0 0 6 0 1 6 0 1 1 15 $650 $4,230.00

1 0 4 0 1 7 0 6 2 21 $813.95 $5,043.95

4 2 46 4 5 31 0 22 16 130 $6,593.95
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LM/ks
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